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We put the ice 
IN ISTEA 


by Sharon Durgan Wilson 


BLM’s new wayside for travelers at latitude 66 
degrees 33’N—the Arctic Circle—is Alaska’s first 
success story under the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991. The act, 
called ISTEA (pronounced ice tea), requires state 
and federal cooperation in planning highway 
developments. 

ISTEA is a multi-faceted reauthorization of the 
National Highway Act, which allowed spending from 
a trust fund of gas tax money. This new source of 
funding provides $150 billion for road improve- 
ments nationwide over the next six years. Alaska 
will receive about $260 million each year. According 
to Dick Bouts, administrator of ISTEA in northern 
Alaska, the act makes road projects on or adjacent 
to federal lands eligible for federal funding. 

BLM nominated the Arctic Circle site as the first 
planned project along Alaskan highways under 
ISTEA. The Alaska Department of Transportation 
accepted the nomination and provided funds to 
install culverts for drainage, and place and grade 
gravel for access roads, parking areas, paths to the 
outhouses, and the picnic and interpretive area. 
This summer thousands of visitors stopped at the 
wayside and had their pictures taken in front of the 
hand-carved, hand-painted circumpolar map on the 


Interpretive 
specialist Gene 
Ervine talks with 

visitors at the new 
Arctic Circle 
wayside. 
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viewing deck. Without ISTEA funding, this 
beautiful wayside would be a cloud of dust during 
dry times, and a morass of mud when it rains. 

Additional ISTEA funding allowed BLM to build 
viewpoints at four places along the scenic Dalton 
Highway. The 20 feet-by-400 feet overlooks give 
drivers a safe place to pull off the Dalton Highway, 
out of the way of truckers, so they can enjoy some 
of the most spectacular scenery in northern Alaska. 

This will be the first time that BLM roads have 
been eligible for Federal Lands Highway funds. 
These funds can be used for constructing new road 
access to public lands as well as for tourism-related 
enhancements such as interpretive signs, scenic 
easements for walking and bicycling, and construc- 
tion of wayside facilities and visitor centers. 

“ISTEA will provide funds for things not normally 
done, such as landscaping, pedestrian and bike 
paths, and other things,” Bouts said. “A lot of it will 
be related to BLM’s interpretive sites, trailhead sites 
and waysides along the roadways.” 

BLM has set statewide priorities for projects over 
the next six years. The DOT and BLM are 
coordinating their project lists carefully, and BLM is 
focusing on projects in areas where the state has 
scheduled highway construction. BLM’s initial 
focus will be on areas covered by completed 
resource management plans that have been through 


the public review process. 


ISTEA has changed the rules of the past. 
“Normally, maintenance comes out of state money, 
construction comes out of federal money,” Bouts 
said. “This time, the state will get the construction 
money, and BLM has agreed to plan for the 
maintenance.” 


a 


Caring BLMers “adopt” two 
families for fhe holidays 


Two Conveyance Division branches made the 
holiday just a little brighter for others this season 
by sponsoring two families through the Salvation 
Army’s Adopt-a-Family Program. 

Employees from the branches of Calista and 
Doyon/Northwest Area Adjudication posted flyers 
throughout the State Office asking BLMers to help 
donate food and gifts for the two families. Each day 
Ann Adams, Betty Lockard and Robin Rodriguez 
sorted donated items from the collection bins. They 
also sponsored two bake sales during December to 
raise money to buy gifts from a “wish list” the 
families had completed. 

“We were amazed at how generous everyone was,” 
said Adams. “At the first bake sale, our very first 
customer gave us a $30 donation for gone pie. And 
then he even wanted to share the pie with us!” 

The bake sales brought in over $500, proving that 
BLMers’ healthy appetites are exceeded only by 
their generosity. 

Bobbie Knudsen volunteered her time on her day 
off to do the grocery shopping. Each family received 

a turkey dinner complete with all the trimmings. In 
@ sits: to the dinner, each member of the adopted 

families received everything on their wish lists, 
which was mostly clothes and a few toys. Each 


Adjudicator Ann 
Adams sorts toys 
donated by 
employees for 
BLM's Adopt-a- 
Family Christmas 
project. 


family member also received a $50 gift certificate to 
buy clothing at a local department store. 

“We were surprised at how quickly the whole thing 
came together,” said Adams. “The entire effort took 
only about nine days. But I think those nine days 
helped make Christmas pretty special for these two 
families.” 

Betty Lockard’s husband Randy works for 
Hobbycraft in Anchorage. He was able to get his 
store to donate a portion of the purchase price for a 
radio controlled race car for one young member of 
the adopted family. 

Adams says one of the most touching items on 
one 12-year-old boy’s list was his wish for a Bible. 
“He knew exactly which one he wanted: a New King 
James version, with navy blue cover and a clasp, 
and he asked to have his name embossed on the 
front.” 

Rosaline Holland went to a local Christian 
bookstore to purchase the Bible, and had the boy’s 
name printed on the cover. Adams then added a 
small inscription inside the front cover: “To George 
from your friends at BLM with peace and blessings.” 
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Native arts & 
crafts fair a hit 


by Mike Johnson 


BLM’s Native American Program once again 
sponsored our annual Native Arts and Crafts Week, 
Dec. 7-11, at the Anchorage Federal Office Building. 
This year the fair seemed especially appropriate 
since President Bush proclaimed 1992 “The Year of 
the American Indian.” 

Forty Native artisans filled the Federal Building 
lobby with their beautiful ivory jewelry and carv- 
ings, skin-sewed hats, slippers, and mittens, and 
beaded porcupine earrings and necklaces. Federal 
employees and visitors alike took the opportunity to 
do some last minute Christmas shopping. 

Monday, Dec. 7, was an interesting day for me. 
This was my third year to emcee the kick-off cere- 
mony for the Arts and Crafts Week, and for the re- 
cord, it’s getting easier, but I think I'm getting more 
gray hair. This year I had planned to introduce the 
committee members who work with me on the 
Native American Program. What I didn’t tell them 
was that they were also getting awards. This forced 
me to use covert actions, but the surprise was 
worth it. Wayne Boden, the Acting State Director, 
presented the awards (including one to me which I 
had not been aware of, thanks to the sneaky actions 
of EEO’s Cliff Ligons and Jack Grafton!). 

The Native American singers I invited were a hit, 
as usual. Alaska Native and American Indian men 
and women from three different intertribal groups 
performed. Sleeping Lady, Northern Lights, and 
Morning Star were the groups represented. Their 
songs originate in Alaska, Canada, and the Lower 


Native American Program committee members receive 
recognition for their efforts from Acting State Director 
Wayne Boden. 


48. The singers, furred drumsticks in hand, sat 
around the Sleeping Lady drum, singing and 
drumming as one. The group leader and 
spokesperson, Jim Kayotawape, is a Menominee 
Indian. He explained that the drumbeat symbolizes 
the heartbeat of Native Americans, and their songs 
carry the message of sobriety and brotherhood 
between all races. 

A Daily News photographer and the three networ. 
television stations filmed the singers and artisans. © 
During the singing I noticed cameramen darting 
about trying to outdo each other for the best camera 
angle. It proved very entertaining. 

The singing ended with a prayer by an elder who 
prayed for world peace. I thought this was 
especially fitting during the holiday season, and a 
good way to start off another successful Native Arts 
and Crafts Week. 


SD meets with Sen. Stevens aides 
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On Dec. 29 State Director Ed Spang and Associate 
State Director Bill Calkins met with Andrew 
Lundquist and Jason Osborne of Senator Ted 
Stevens’ Washington, D.C. office. The four 
discussed BLM Alaska’s program outlook for 1993. 
General topics covered included BLM’s thrusts in 
education, the environment, economic enhancement 
opportunities, budget challenges, and cultural 
diversity in the BLM workforce. 

“BLM Alaska public land management initiatives 
play a major role both on a national and statewide 
level,” said SD Spang. “We welcome the opportuni 
to discuss our program initiatives, and look forwar 
to further discussion with Alaska’s Congressional 
delegations during the year.” 


ee ee ER 


New FWP council sets goals 


@:: Dec. 9 eight women met in 
e SD Conference Room. They 
had little in common. Their job 
titles were as diverse as their 
educational backgrounds. But 
they did share one common goal: 
to make BLM’s newly formed 
Federal Women’s Program 
Council a success. 

BLM is one of the few federal 
agencies in Anchorage to employ 
a full-time FWP Manager— 
Barbara Wiley. But one person 
is, after all, just one person. So 
Wiley felt BLM could benefit from 
a Federal Women’s Program 
council comprised of employees 
from all of BLM Alaska. 

EEO sent a memo about the 
new council to all employees 
earlier this year asking for repre- 
sentatives from each district, 
division and the Alaska Fire 
Service. These representatives 
will provide the employee link to 

e€ women’s program manager 

d to management. 

EEO Officer Glencora Lannen 
met with the new council in 
September. She explained that 
council appointments are 
collateral duty EEO assignments, 
and are included in the em- 
ployee’s performance evaluation 


and position description. The 
duty usually consists of 5 percent 
of the employee’s duty time. 

At the second meeting, land law 
assistant Jackie Bowens 
volunteered to serve as chair. “I 
wanted to know more about the 
Federal Women’s Program,” said 
Bowens. “Volunteering as chair 
for the new council seemed like a 
good way to learn and help others 
at the same time.” 

Bowens says the council’s 
monthly meetings include tele- 
conference with the members 
outside the Anchorage area. The 
council is currently recruiting 
representatives from the northern 
districts and the Fire Service. 

At the Dec. 9 meeting, council 
members discussed the use of 
mentors, both formal and 
informal. “Find someone who 
knows the ropes,” said Barbara 
Wiley. “Don’t go out and reinvent 
the wheel—go find someone who 
has the knowledge, and ask 
questions, listen and learn. And 
it doesn’t have to be a supervisor, 
it can be anyone.” 

Mary Figarelle discussed the 
value of mentors to employees 
who want to get into a different 
line of work. “Find a person 


working in that field, and just 
say, I’m interested in changing 
careers. Can you help me?” 

The council’s next meeting is 
Feb. 10. Bowens says the council 
plans to discuss drafting a pro- 
posal to be submitted to the AMT 
for an employee shadow program. 
The council also plans a series of 
brown bag lunches on topics 
pertinent to women in the work 
place. These include mentors, 
child care and elder care, and 
recruitment programs for fields 
where women are underrepre- 
sented. Which is why ranger 
Dorothy McGuinness of Glen- 
nallen District joined the council. 

“I work in a field where women 
are vastly underrepresented,” she 
says. “That’s one of my reasons 
for joining the council. I'd like to 
see more women become inter- 
ested in law enforcement careers. 
Visitors to the public lands in- 
clude men and women. More 
women in the field in law enforce- 
ment uniforms would better 
mirror the people we serve.” 


V 


FEDERAL PROGRAM 
Federal Executive 
Association 


P council members, left to right: Patrice Carpenter, Dot Tideman, Mary Figarelle (alternate), Jackie Bowens, FWP 
Manager Barbara Wiley, Regina Scantlebury and Dorothy Bonds. Not pictured are Dorothy McGuinness, Sherri Bruce and 
Lori Denton. 
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AFS employees 
lend helping hand 


Galena Zone Support Officer Eva Brown 


by Andy Williams 


Eva Brown has seen fires in Yellowstone National 
Park and the oil spill in Prince William Sound, but 
nothing was quite like the devastation she saw in 
south Florida from Hurricane Andrew. 

The hurricane roared through south Florida on 
Aug. 24 with winds up to 160 miles per hour. It 
caused damages estimated at up to $30 billion. 

Brown spent two months in south Florida helping 
the National Park Service recover from the hurri- 
cane. She has served on emergency response teams 
since 1982, but the physical and emotional trauma 
caused by the hurricane created a very different 
situation. “Not only were park facilities destroyed, 
but so were many people’s homes. Some people 
walked away with just their clothes,” she said. 

Twenty-one AFS employees, mostly logistics and 
support specialists, joined more than 1,000 people 
who worked to rebuild park facilities and restore 
services. 

Brown flew to Miami in early October, arriving at 
midnight. It was too dark to see the extent of the 
damage but Brown remembers “incredible 
mountains of trash” alongside the road. “The walls 
and roofs of buildings had collapsed. Cement power 
poles were snapped in half and hanging by wires. 
Trees were lying on the ground, all in a line. You 
could see which way the wind had come,” she said. 

Brown said crews have made good headway in 
restoring services to the parks, but it would take 
months to recover fully from the hurricane. 

On Dec. 6, she left Miami in 80-degree weather 
and returned to Fairbanks, where it was 10 below— 
a change of 90 degrees in temperature. 

“Supplying logistics support to hurricane workers 
is not much different than doing the same for fire 
fighters. The difference was that the people who 
worked there were more personally affected. That 
made our jobs harder,” she said. 
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Workwise 
or 
Otherwise 


Anchorage area BLM employees are soourag AD 
to attend the 8th annual Martin Luther King, Jr. 
celebration at the Egan Center on Sunday, Jan. 

17. The MLK Jr. Foundation of Alaska sponsors 
this event which promotes Dr. King's philosophy of 
non-violence, love and understanding. Also in 
observance is the 5th Annual Multi-Cultural 
Forum on Jan. 13 at the Anchorage Fire Center. 
The live 3-hour teleconference of culturally diverse 
managers is limited to space available. Employees 
interested in attending should contact Jack 
Grafton of EEO at 271-3685. 

Dr. Richard Dworsky, Special Assistant to the 
State Director, was recently elected District 
Director of the American Water Resources 
Association. This interdisciplinary organization is 
dedicated to the advancement of water resources 
research and management. Dworsky will serve as 
director of the association’s Pacific Northwest 
District, and will represent BLM Alaska on issues 
relating to water resources management. 

Mark your calendars for Career Challenges ’93 
to be held March 9-11 at the Elmendorf Officer’s 
Club. Three one-day workshops are offered; cost 
for one day’s tuition is $45. Registration forms €@ 
available from FWP Manager Barbara Wiley (271- 
3311) or Sheri Bruce at the Campbell Tract (267- 
1309). Registration deadline is Feb. 12. See you 
there! 


ASD Bill Calkins presents EEO manager Cliff Ligons with a 

letter of appreciation from the chairman of the Anchorage 
Chamber of Commerce for BLM’s work with the School & 
Business Partnership Program. “Your contribution over this 

year is something to be proud of,” Chairman Emie Hall sai 

“Not only do (BLM) employees get the opportunity to @® 
back to the community, but our kids—your future 
employees—learn and grow in ways not possible in a 
contained classroom.” 
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Applause! 


dy Demming, Cartographic 
Technician, Division of Operations 

Mary Bloes, Land Law Assistant, Division 
of Conveyance Management 

Arlene Rocker, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Vicki Wolfsen, Cartographic Technician, 
Division of Operations 

Joan Tofson, Mail Clerk, Division of 
Administration 

Greg Chavez, Bindery Equipment 
Operator, Division of Administration 

Frank Hardt, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Craig Frichtl, Supervisory Land Surveyor, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Rick Gregg, Accounting Technician, 
Division of Administration 

John Manning, Support Services Clerk, 
Division of Administration 

Ann Patton, Shipment Assistant, Division 
of Administration 

Dorothy Bonds, Secretary, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Steven Sandy, Warehouse Worker, 
Division of Administration 

Sandra Smith, Supply Technician, 
Division of Administration 

William Dawson, Bindery Equipment 

Operator, Division of Administration 

Russell, Bindery Equipment 

perator, Division of Administration 

llis Smith, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Ned Darling, Maintenance Mechanics 
Foreman, Division of Operations 

Robert Evans, Aviation Management 
Specialist, Division of Operations 

Gioconda Lewis, Support Services 
Supervisor, Division of Administration 

Agnes Jones, Staff Assistant, Division of 
Administration 

Garold McWilliams, Chief State 
Appraiser, Division of Administration 

Mary Figarelle, Realty Specialist, 
Anchorage District Office 

Sandra Dunn, Supervisory Realty 
Specialist, Anchorage District Office 

Herbert Poole, Materials Handler, 
Division of Administration 

Sherri Belenski, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Judy Kelly, Misc. Documents Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Scott Sanderford, Land Law Assistant, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Lester Fischer, Land Surveyor, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Joseph Maestas, Land Surveyor, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Gary Marciniak, Land Surveyor, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 


. Vaughan, Editorial Assistant, 
ivision of Cadastral Survey 


nald Weber, Misc. Documents 
Examiner, Division of Cadastral Survey 

William Johnston, Cartographic Techni- 
cian, Division of Cadastral Survey 


Charles Luddington, Photolithographer, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Kimberly Mincer, Photolithographer, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Dwayne Richardson, Lead Photolitho- 
grapher, Division of Cadastral Survey 

Brian Anderson, Land Surveyor, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Michael Beale, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Julia Boyd, Editorial Assistant, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Lance Lockard, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Jon Kehler, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Steven Robinson, Land Surveyor, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Jeffrey Nelson, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Lorna Blue, Office Automation Assistant, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Bernice Leskosky, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Alice Chevaz, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Donna Doney, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Katherine Flippen, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Ana Stafford, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 


Quality Increase Award 


Juana Fisher, Misc. Documents 
Examiner, Division of Operations 

Carol Taylor, Lead Misc. Documents 
Examiner, Division of Operations 

Dennis Nielsen, Safety & Occupational 
Health Specialist, Div. of Aministration 


On-the-Spot Award 


Shirley Spurlock, Land Law Assistant, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

John Spacer, Cartographic Technician, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Paul Evans, Cartographic Technician, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 


Length of Service Award 


10-Year Service Award 

Mitchel Decoteau, Lead Forestry 
Technician, Alaska Fire Service 

Dayle Sherba, General Biologist, Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Elizabeth Sherwood, Land Law 
Examiner, Division of Conveyance 
Management 

Sharon Shoultz, Legal Technician, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Mary Hartel, Supervisory Land Surveyor, 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Nancy Larsen, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Donna Doney, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Cheryl Anzivino, Secretary, Division of 
Conveyance Management 


20-Year Service Award 
Elizabeth Carew, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 


Marcia Walker, Land Law Examiner, 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Richard Helm, Land Surveyor, Division of 
Cadastral Survey 


After 37 years of federal service, land sur- 
veyor John Baldessari retired from BLM 
on Dec. 31. John will travel to Seattle 
soon for his son's wedding, but says he 
plans to remain in Alaska, and looks for- 
ward to getting around to some overdo 
home repairs. “And I plan to sleep ina 
lot,” he added. “But I will miss the place, 
especially the people.” 


In Memory: Micki Smith 


Long-time adjudicator Micki Smith 
died on Nov. 26 after a long and 
brave battle with cancer. 

Micki contributed immeasurably to 
the work of the Southwest 
Adjudication Branch. Her efforts 
helped bring about significant 
changes in the Native allotment 
program. Though it was necessary 
for Micki to be absent for extended 
periods over the past year due to her 
illness, she maintained the quality 
and quantity of production expected 
had she been on the job full time. 

“Micki set an exemplary example 
for others to follow,” said DSD Wayne 
Boden. “We miss her good counsel, 
her inspiration, her wit and her 
laugh, and feel indeed fortunate to 
have been in her company.” 
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Santa and his “reindeer” visit ASO 


On Dec. 18 
the pitter- 
patter of small 
feet was heard 
in the State 
Office as a 
Denali Elemen- 
tary School 
kindergarten 
class arrived to 
sing Christmas 
carols for 
BLMers. 

Rosemary 
Miller, wife of 
BLM electron- 
ics mechanic 
John Miller, 
brought her 
young class to 
the Anchorage 
Federal Office 
Building. They 
were joined by 
Santa (a.k.a. 


On the Cover: 


Ollie St. Germaine of the 
Ahnuvuk Pt. Hope Dancers 
shows BLM's Paula Krebs a 
pair of her handmade sealskin 


John Miller) slippers during the Native 
and proceeded to delight employees with their happy renditions of Arts and Craft Fair in Dec. 
traditional carols. Wearing bright red oversize T-shirts and paper The slippers were trimmed 
“antlers,” they visited several offices at BLM and FAA. Their last stop with sheared beaver and 
was the Federal Building cafeteria where they were rewarded with milk | featured the artist's original 
and cookies. beadwork. Story on page 4. 


F Happy New Year! # Photo by Ed Bovy. 
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